BACK TO THE LEARNING PROCESS

learn as large portions of a poem as possible and avoid
snippets.

There is one special case of learning where the " whole "
method is quite inapplicable, that is in cases where the
material does not really constitute a whole, a unit, but is
essentially a collection of separate associations. Thus in
the seven times multiplation table the final aim is not to
know it in serial order, though that order may be convenient
for building it up and for understanding it, but to know
7x6 (say) when standing along by itself, plucked out of
that order. While, therefore, the serial order will be used in
the stage when the whole table is being built up by the
repeated addition of seven, presently what is wanted is
practice in random order, not in serial order, to avoid the
weakness of having to say the whole table through up to that
point in order to remember 7x6. To assist in this, a useful
device is to print the items of the table on separate cards,
which can then be shuffled like playing cards before being
shown, one by one, to the pupil who is required to give the
answer to each item, as 7 X 3, 7 X 8, etc. If a pupil or a
class shows special weakness in one item, say in 7 X 6, then
it is easy to add a duplicate or triplicate of that card to the
pack and thus obtain additional practice in the weak asso-
ciation.1

For most individuals, it is an aid to memorizing if several
senses are used. Then the one may come to the assistance
of the other when recall is attempted, as when we write a
word to see what it looks like, when we are not sure of the
spelling. A little child, taught its letters by the Montessori
plan, where they are formed of sandpaper and are traced
over by the finger, will sometimes be unable to recognize
a letter by sight alone, but will do so if it is traced. Students
who find it difficult to recall the substance of a lecture find it

1 One of the things which struck me in the schools of New York City
was tho greater amount of drill work, in which such " flash cards " play
a constant part.
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